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Key Dates
● Wednesday 18 March 

2026: Spanish Parent 
Workshop at 9:00am - 
9:30am

● Monday 16 – Friday 20 
March 2026: Thinking of 
Others Week

● Thursday 19 March 
2026 : Eid - School 
Closed TBC

● Friday 20 March 2026: 
Eid - School closed 

● Monday 23 March 
2026: Class Eid parties

● Friday 27 March 2026: 
Last day of term - 
1:30pm finish

● Monday 30 March - 
Friday 10 April: Easter 
holidays

● Monday 13 April 2026: 
INSET day - School 
closed

● Tuesday 14 April 2026 - 
All children return back 
to school

Dear Parents & Carers, 

It has been another brilliant week here at Bygrove! 

A huge well done goes to our Year 6 pupils who have been incredibly 
focused during their mock SATs this week. We have been so impressed 
by their maturity and the calm way they approached each paper. 
We are immensely proud of their hard work and we know they will 
continue to persevere and grow in confidence as we head toward 
the official tests in May. Keep going, Year 6 - you’ve got this!

Our Year 1 class had a fantastic time on their trip to Hackney City 
Farm this week! They were delighted to meet a variety of animals, with 
the goats and the adorable baby goats being the clear highlights of 
the day.

Meanwhile, our youngest learners have been embracing the warmer 
weather. It has been a joy to see them exploring and playing in the 
outdoor classroom and during their Forest School sessions. There is 
nothing quite like nature to spark a child’s curiosity!

To finish off the week in style, Year 4 are buzzing with excitement as 
they prepare for their school sleepover tonight! They are looking 
forward to an evening filled with games, laughter and lasting 
memories with their friends. A huge thank you to the Year 4 team and 
Akosua for making this possible! Events like this simply wouldn't be 
possible without staff going the extra mile to create such special 
experiences for our children.

Just a reminder for all families that the school will be closed next Friday 
for Eid.

Regarding Thursday, we are currently awaiting confirmation of the 
official date for Eid. Once this is confirmed, we will share further 
communication with you immediately. Thank you for your patience 
and understanding.

I hope you all have a restful and happy weekend!

Warm regards,

Fiona

http://www.bygrove.org.uk


Spotlight on 
Inclusion

Spotlight on Inclusion: 

Meet Vicki!

This week, we are thrilled to shine our spotlight on a vital member of our 
Year 5 team who helps make our school a truly inclusive place to grow: 
Vicki.

As a trained Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA), Vicki plays a key 
role in ensuring that every child’s wellbeing is prioritised alongside their 
academic learning.

To become an ELSA, staff members must undergo rigorous, bespoke 
training designed by educational psychologists. This training equips them 
with a deep understanding of child development and the psychological 
theories behind emotional wellbeing. By investing in this high level of 
training, we ensure that the support our pupils receive is professional, 
evidence-based and deeply impactful.

In her specialised emotional literacy sessions, Vicki provides something our 
pupils truly value: a completely non-judgmental space. Whether a 
student is feeling overwhelmed, anxious or just needs to process a tricky 
situation, they know they have a dedicated listener.

Through these sessions, pupils learn to:
• Identify and name complex emotions.
• Develop healthy coping strategies.
• Build the self-confidence needed to navigate social challenges.

While Vicki is a core part of the Year 5 teaching team, her impact is felt 
across the school day. You will often find her providing essential support 
during lunchtimes, ensuring that the playground remains a positive and 
inclusive environment where everyone feels they belong.
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Attendance
Our aim is to promote high attendance so that our pupils achieve 
well at school. Regular attendance and punctuality is also crucial 

for making friends and developing good relationships. 

Exceptional! 
100%

Very Good
97% - 99%

Potential to improve 
91% - 96%

Needs to improve 
90% & below

Our whole school 
attendance target for 

this year:
97.00%

Attendance for the week 
beginning Monday 2nd 
March 2026 - Friday 6th 
March 2026 (Rec-Y6):

97.60%

Year Attendance

Nursery 92.80%

Reception 96.30%

Year 1 99.00%

Year 2 96.80%

Year 3 99.60%

Year 4 99.30%

Year 5 98.20%

Year 6 93.90%

Last week’s 
attendance 

Y3: 99.60%

Well done 
Y3!

Paper copies of the 
Byword are available 

from the office.
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After School Clubs - 
Spring 2026

Each club costs £19.50 
for the term. The price 
for the Cooking Club is 

£22.00 due to the 
sessions being longer 
and the additional 
resources required. 

Breakfast Club will cost 
£1.00 per day and 
Ad-Hoc Clubhouse 

sessions will cost £2.50 
per day.

After School Clubs
We are excited to launch our club provision 

for the spring term, which will begin on 
Tuesday 6th January 2026. Ad-Hoc 

Clubhouse sessions and Breakfast Club will 
also be starting from Tuesday 6th January 

2026.

The clubs will be live on ParentPay by 3pm 
on Friday 19th December 2025!  To sign up, 
please log on to your ParentPay accounts.

The clubs available will be:

Mondays

Clubhouse Nursery - Year 6 3:45 - 5:30 All welcome

Tuesdays

Clubhouse Nursery - Year 6 3:45 - 5:30 All welcome

Phase 2 Football Club Years 4 - Year 6 3:45 - 4:45 3 spaces remaining

Wednesdays

Clubhouse Nursery - Year 6 3:45 - 5:30 All welcome

Phase 1 Football Club Year 1 - Year 3 3:45 - 4:45 14 spaces remaining

Thursdays

Clubhouse Nursery - Year 6 3:45 - 5:30 All welcome

Cooking Club (£22 per term) Years 1 - Year 6 3:45 - 5:00 No spaces remaining

Fridays

Clubhouse Nursery - Year 6 3:45 - 5:30 All welcome

https://www.parentpay.com/
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This week’s word is:

 "sol"– which means "sun" 

Try using it at home and in school!

Children and Phone Safety - NSPCC 

Our School Position and Helpful Guidance

As a school, we continue to strongly advise against primary school 
children having a smartphone, in line with DfE guidance.

To support you in navigating online safety and managing the risks 
associated with mobile phones, we would like to share a valuable 
resource from the NSPCC.

Their comprehensive guide addresses common questions, such as when 
a child is truly ready for a phone, and offers balanced, practical advice 
on:

● Readiness: Signs your child is prepared for the responsibility of a 
phone.

● Boundary-Setting: Establishing clear rules for use at home.
● Parental Controls: Tools to help manage access and screen time.
● Safe and Responsible Use: Ongoing conversations about online 

behaviour.

Including this resource in our newsletter helps to reinforce consistent 
messages between home and school, reduce anxiety and support a 
shared approach to keeping all our children safe online.

You can find the full guide here: NSPCC Children, Mobile Phones and 
Online Safety

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/children-phones-online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/children-phones-online-safety/
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We are pleased to share an update regarding 
our lunchtime arrangements.

Hasib, our Trust COO, has been working hard 
negotiating with Contract Services to have a 
new dishwasher installed.  It was installed last 
week so we have returned to using our usual 

plastic plates as a school. 

Thank you for your patience and continued 
support.

Dishwater Update 

Online Safety 
We have a new page live on our website under our Parents tab 
with information about Online Safety!

https://bygrove.org.uk/online-safety/

Click on the link above to read more about:

● The importance of Online Safety
● Keeping personal information safe
● Being kind and respectful online
● How school keeps children safe online
● Minimum age restrictions for social media platforms
● How can you support your child at home?
● Online resources

https://bygrove.org.uk/online-safety/
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WORLD MATHS DAY IS FAST APPROACHING!

Date: Wednesday 25th March 2026

We will take part in a whole school live mathletics event 
against children from all across the world! 

Please ensure you give your children some time to practise 
before the day.

On the day, students head to MATHLETICS, and take part in 
twenty 1 minute maths races. There are some amazing prizes to 
be won.

Last year's statistics:
● Bygrove came in at number 236 in the world!
● AMAANAH AHMED (currently Y6) came number 27 out of 

all Y5 pupils in the country! 

Let's see where we land this year….
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Nursery
This week in Nursery, we 
have been speaking about 
Mother's Day. 

First, we talked about what 
Mother's Day is - a day to 
celebrate mummies! Next, 
we made salt-dough heart 
decorations to show 
mummy how much we 
love her. Finally, we drew a 
picture to show what our 
mummy looks like.

ReceptionIn Reception, we often start our day with a 
creative chat and fine motor practise.
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SLS

The children in the SLS have been doing lots of exciting activities this 
week. It all started with our English story: Pots and Pans. We used the 
story map to step the story. Then we used the mud kitchen to 
practise our fine and gross motor skills. We even learned to follow 
instructions to make a mud pie! As well as this we practised our 
maths skills by matching 2D shapes to their pictures. Why not have a 
go and make your own delicious pie at home with your family!

Year 4

Year 4 have begun rehearsals for their exciting performance of 
Mission Implausible! They have been working hard learning their lines, 
exploring their characters and bringing scenes to life. It’s been 
fantastic to see their enthusiasm, teamwork and growing confidence 
on stage. We can’t wait to see the show come together!
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Science Week
This week a team of PhD students from the neuroscience 

department at King's College London visited Bygrove. They ran 
workshops in Year 3-6 focussing on how the brain works, where kids 
created their own coloured brain maps and 3 dimensional neurons!
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Explorers
This week Volcanic Explorers continued their 
Conservationist Destination by making bird 
feeders to help feed local birds when food is 
scarce! We used old water bottles, BBQ 
skewers, string and bird feed to make simple 
and effective bird feeders the children took 
home to hang outside their houses!

Mount Everest Explorers have taken on the role of Nature Lovers for 
their current destination. They have been putting on their Scientist 
hats to make predictions before growing their beans and cress as 
well as carefully observing their findings! 
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This is what the children at Bygrove have said makes a great 
mathematician and we agree! 

Please support your children by talking through how they can follow 
these steps in their own maths learning!
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If you are interested in taking part in the 
Ridiculous Writers Creative Writing Competition, 

please collect a form from Mafia in Year 4. 
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Please note: The deadline is Friday 27th March 2026. 
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school.admissions@towerhamlets.gov.uk

mailto:school.admissions@towerhamlets.gov.uk
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Fussy Eating Webinar for School Staff & 
Parents
Date: Wednesday 25th March 2026
Time slots: 1:00pm - 2:00pm or 3:30pm - 4:30pm
Location: ONLINE

Fear of new foods affects up to 1 in 5 children.
This webinar is for parents of fussy eaters and for staff members 
who support children in school lunchtimes.  Join our webinar for 
strategies, understanding and support.

Please email Claire Wallek in The Healthy Lives Team to book your 
place, claire.wallek@towerhamlets.gov.uk

mailto:claire.wallek@towerhamlets.gov.uk
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Bygrove Pupil Vacancies 

Nursery admissions 2026
For children born between 1 September 
2022 and 31 August 2023

52 spaces available for 
2026/27 apply online via the 
eadmissions portal

Reception admissions 2026
For children born between 1 September 
2021 and 31 August 2022

30 spaces available for 
2026/27 apply online via the 
eadmissions portal

Nursery admissions 2025
For children born between 1 September 
2021 and 31 August 2022

2 spaces available for 2025/26 
apply online via the Parent 
Portal

Current Year 2 admissions
For children born between 1 September 
2018 and 31 August 2019

2 spaces available! Apply via 
the Parent Portal

Current Year 3 admissions
For children born between 1 September 
2017 and 31 August 2018

2 spaces available! Apply via 
the Parent Portal

Current Year 5 admissions
For children born between 1 September 
2015 and 31 August 2016

2 spaces available! Apply via 
the Parent Portal

Current Year 6 admissions
For children born between 1 September 
2014 and 31 August 2015

2 spaces available! Apply via 
the Parent Portal

If we are currently full in other year groups, please still apply to join our waiting 
list via the Parent Portal. For more information about in-year admissions visit LBTH 
in-year admissions. 

For more information about all admissions in Tower Hamlets visit LBTH school 
admissions.

Contact the admissions service directly for more information
Email: school.admissions@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
Telephone: 020 7364 5006

Did you know we have pupil vacancies at Bygrove? If you have a child or know 
someone who might be interested, please apply, share and join our waiting list!

Late applications will be accepted so please apply now and share with 
family and friends!

We also offer places to rising 3-year-olds to start nursery a term after turning 
3 years old. Please spread the word and tell them to apply ASAP! They can 

apply via: the Parent Portal

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/education_and_learning/schools/school_admissions/in-year_admissions.aspx
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/education_and_learning/schools/school_admissions/in-year_admissions.aspx
http://towerhamlets.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://towerhamlets.gov.uk/schooladmissions
mailto:school.admissions@towerhamlets.gov.uk
https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx


Places Available!
Do you have or know someone with a child born between 1 

September 2021 and 31 August 2022?

Apply now via the Parent Portal

They can start with us in September 2025

We also offer places to rising 3-year-olds to start nursery a term after 
turning 3 years old! They can start in January 2026 or April 2026.

Please contact the school office on 020 7538 4925 or email 
admin@bygrove.org.uk

Click the link below for more information

Nursery admissions 2025

https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
mailto:admin@bygrove.org.uk
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/education_and_learning/schools/school_admissions/nursery_school_admissions.aspx

