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Key Dates
● Wednesday 28th 

January 2026: Science 
Parent Workshop: How 
to interest your children 
in science outside 
school at 9am

● Thursday 29th January 
2026: Reading for 
Pleasure Parent 
Workshop at 9am

● Tuesday 10th February 
2026: Y4 sleepover 
parents meeting 

● Wednesday 11th 
February 2026: Y2/3 
show for parents at 
2pm

● Friday 13th February 
2026: Last day of term - 
3:30pm finish

● Monday 16th – Friday 
20th February 2026: 
Half term holidays 

● Monday 23rd February 
2026: INSET DAY - 
School closed

● Tuesday 24th February 
2026: All children return 
back to school

● Friday 27th February 
2026: Parent Have your 
Say Conference 2026 
at 9:15am, Main Hall

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to this week's newsletter! It has been an exciting week at Bygrove, 
filled with outdoor adventures and sporting ambitions.

We have loved receiving the live updates from our Year 5 and Year 6 
residential trip to Fairplay House this week. While you can read a full report 
with more details further down in this newsletter, I wanted to personally share 
how impressed we are. The children have had a fantastic time and we are so 
incredibly proud of the enthusiasm, teamwork and resilience they have shown 
while tackling new challenges.

The Bygrove team has expressed just how proud they are of every single child. 
We can’t wait to have them back to hear all their stories firsthand!

I would also like to extend a huge thank you to the dedicated staff members 
who accompanied the children. They have spent significant time away from 
their own families this week to ensure our pupils could make these lifetime 
memories possible. Without their commitment, these trips simply couldn't 
happen.

Are you looking for a way to keep your child active? We still have available 
places in our Phase 1 and Phase 2 afterschool football clubs and we would 
love to see more children join in!

Football is a very popular sport here at Bygrove. It’s a brilliant way for children 
to:

● Get fit and improve physical coordination.
● Have fun with their peers in a relaxed environment.
● Develop vital teamwork skills that translate back into the classroom.

Our PE lead, Bradley, is very keen to establish official Bygrove sports teams to 
represent us in competitions. However, to build strong teams, we first need a 
high level of active participation in our clubs. Our sessions are designed to be 
incredibly good value for money, offering high-quality coaching at an 
affordable price.

Please speak to the Office Team to secure your child’s place today!

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend, 

Fiona

http://www.bygrove.org.uk


Spotlight on 
Inclusion

Spotlight on Inclusion: Our Home School Liaison Officer
This week, we continue our look at the team behind the scenes by focusing 
on a role that is the heartbeat of our community support: our Home School 
Liaison Officer (HSLO), Sharon.

Having a full-time HSLO is incredibly rare for a school of our size. Most small 
schools simply do not have the resources for a dedicated, full-time staff 
member focused solely on family support and the home-school link. At 
Bygrove, we view this role as essential. Sharon is often the first port of call for 
families, and her presence ensures that our Team Bygrove ethos extends well 
beyond the classroom.

Sharon’s role is incredibly broad and, quite frankly, invaluable. Here are just a 
few of the ways she supports our community:

● Attendance & Safeguarding: Sharon works closely with families to 
ensure every child is in school and safe, helping to remove barriers that 
might prevent a child from attending.

● Empowering Parents: She delivers professional parenting courses and 
arranges bespoke workshops to help parents navigate the challenges 
of modern family life.

● Medical & Practical Support: From supporting children with complex 
medical needs to managing our weekly food distribution, Sharon 
ensures that the basic needs of our pupils are met so they can focus 
on learning.

● Building Community: If you have enjoyed our Summer Fair, attended a 
coffee morning, or joined a school event, you have seen Sharon’s 
hard work in action. She is the engine behind the events that bring us 
together.

● A Shoulder to Cry On: Perhaps most importantly, Sharon provides a 
listening ear. Whether it’s a quick chat at the gate or a private 
meeting during a difficult time, she is there for our parents with 
compassion and without judgment.

Sharon’s dedication means that no parent at Bygrove ever has to feel they 
are dealing with a problem alone. We are so lucky to have her.
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Attendance
Our aim is to promote high attendance so that our pupils achieve 
well at school. Regular attendance and punctuality is also crucial 

for making friends and developing good relationships. 

Exceptional! 
100%

Very Good
97% - 99%

Potential to improve 
91% - 96%

Needs to improve 
90% & below

Our whole school 
attendance target for 

this year:
97.00%

Attendance for the week 
beginning Monday 12th 

January 2026 - Friday 16th 
January 2026 (Rec-Y6):

96.4%

Year Attendance

Nursery 90.8%

Reception 93.5%

Year 1 98.7%

Year 2 97.2%

Year 3 97.7%

Year 4 98.0%

Year 5 95.2%

Year 6 94.6%

Last week’s 
attendance 

Y1: 98.7%

Well done Y1!

Paper copies of the 
Byword are available 

from the office.



4

After School Clubs - 
Spring 2026

Each club costs £19.50 
for the term. The price 
for the Cooking Club is 

£22.00 due to the 
sessions being longer 
and the additional 
resources required. 

Breakfast Club will cost 
£1.00 per day and 
Ad-Hoc Clubhouse 

sessions will cost £2.50 
per day.

After School Clubs
We are excited to launch our club provision 

for the spring term, which will begin on 
Tuesday 6th January 2026. Ad-Hoc 

Clubhouse sessions and Breakfast Club will 
also be starting from Tuesday 6th January 

2026.

The clubs will be live on ParentPay by 3pm 
on Friday 19th December 2025!  To sign up, 
please log on to your ParentPay accounts.

The clubs available will be:

Mondays

Clubhouse Nursery - Year 6 3:45 - 5:30 All welcome

Tuesdays

Clubhouse Nursery - Year 6 3:45 - 5:30 All welcome

Phase 2 Football Club Years 4 - Year 6 3:45 - 4:45 8 spaces remaining

Wednesdays

Clubhouse Nursery - Year 6 3:45 - 5:30 All welcome

Phase 1 Football Club Year 1 - Year 3 3:45 - 4:45 15 spaces remaining

Thursdays

Clubhouse Nursery - Year 6 3:45 - 5:30 All welcome

Cooking Club (£22 per term) Years 1 - Year 6 3:45 - 5:00 1 space remaining

Fridays

Clubhouse Nursery - Year 6 3:45 - 5:30 All welcome

https://www.parentpay.com/


5

This week’s word is:

 "Montaña"– which means "Mountain" 

Try using it at home and in school!

Bygrove WhatsApp Channel

We are delighted to introduce to you our 
official Bygrove WhatsApp Channel!

To join the channel, simply click on the link 
below or scan the QR code: 

https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VbC1wN
m2phHULqkpU33p

Reporting Pupil Absences
If your child is absent, please call the 
school office by 9:00am everyday. 

If they attend our Nursery afternoon 
session please call the school office by 

12:30pm. 

The school telephone number is:
020 7538 4925

Please let the school office know in 
advance if your child has a medical 

appointment, proof can be emailed to 
admin@bygrove.org.uk

https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VbC1wNm2phHULqkpU33p
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VbC1wNm2phHULqkpU33p
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VbC1wNm2phHULqkpU33p
mailto:admin@bygrove.org.uk
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Reception
In Reception, we have been 
thinking about what Jack might 
see when he climbs the beanstalk.

The children worked 
collaboratively and drew around 
our giant beanstalk. It was a 
privilege to hear them sharing 
ideas and to see how engaged 
they were throughout the activity.

Year 4

Year 4 had an exciting time at their Explorers destinations last week, 
particularly the Inca family who worked together to become young 
entrepreneurs. 

They showed strong teamwork, communication and leadership 
behaviours as they shared ideas, took on responsibilities and 
developed a creative business concept. They’re now looking 
forward to rolling out their new venture; watch this space!
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SLS
The children in the SLS this week made shaker instruments using pasta 
inside plastic bottles. They then practiced shaking the syllables in their 
name " Ri-yad". Why not have a go at making your own shaker at 
home from a plastic bottle and dried pasta? 

As well as this, the children did some finger painting on animal pictures 
to represent the Zones Of Regulation - green is for calm,happy and 
focused.

Cooking Club

We made 
delicious 
pizzas in 
cooking 
club 
yesterday!
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Y5 & Y6 Fairplay House

Day 1 

The children arrived safe and 
sound at Fairplay House and 
began unpacking.

They had pasta salad & 
potatoes for lunch and some 
cake for dessert before heading 
out for their first activity.

After our fantastic duty children 
cleared up dinner, we went for 
our night walk. 

The rain stayed away and 
everyone was dry. We were able 
to slosh through the mud and 
make it back to Fairplay House.



11

Day 2

We woke up early and had 
breakfast - cereal, porridge, 

toast & croissants! Today, more 
groups were able to try caving, 
high ropes, bushcraft and giant 

swing today. 

We had a break to have lunch 
after a morning of activities 

before heading straight out for 
more adventures. Clear skies & 

smiling faces! 

After finishing our last activity of 
the day, we had a relaxing 

game night and hot chocolate 
to warm up.
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Day 3

This morning, our 
bags are packed 
and ready to go! 

We’ve had breakfast 
to fuel ourselves 
before our final 
activity here! 
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www.theartimaginarium.co.uk

hello@theartimaginarium.co.uk

http://www.theartimaginarium.co.uk
mailto:hello@theartimaginarium.co.uk
https://www.theartimaginarium.co.uk/
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Bygrove Pupil Vacancies 

Nursery admissions 2026
For children born between 1 September 
2022 and 31 August 2023

52 spaces available for 
2026/27 apply online via the 
eadmissions portal

Reception admissions 2026
For children born between 1 September 
2021 and 31 August 2022

30 spaces available for 
2026/27 apply online via the 
eadmissions portal

Nursery admissions 2025
For children born between 1 September 
2021 and 31 August 2022

2 spaces available for 
2025/26 apply online via the 
Parent Portal

Current Year 2 admissions
For children born between 1 September 
2018 and 31 August 2019

1 spaces available! Apply via 
the Parent Portal

Current Year 5 admissions
For children born between 1 September 
2015 and 31 August 2016

1 space available! Apply via 
the Parent Portal

Current Year 6 admissions
For children born between 1 September 
2014 and 31 August 2015

2 spaces available! Apply via 
the Parent Portal

If we are currently full in other year groups, please still apply to join our 
waiting list via the Parent Portal. For more information about in-year 
admissions visit LBTH in-year admissions. 

For more information about all admissions in Tower Hamlets visit LBTH 
school admissions.

Contact the admissions service directly for more information
Email: school.admissions@towerhamlets.gov.uk 
Telephone: 020 7364 5006

Did you know we have pupil vacancies at Bygrove? If you have a child or know 
someone who might be interested, please apply, share and join our waiting list!

Late applications will be accepted so please apply now and share 
with family and friends!

We also offer places to rising 3-year-olds to start nursery a term after 
turning 3 years old. Please spread the word and tell them to apply 

ASAP! They can apply via: the Parent Portal

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/education_and_learning/schools/school_admissions/in-year_admissions.aspx
http://towerhamlets.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://towerhamlets.gov.uk/schooladmissions
mailto:school.admissions@towerhamlets.gov.uk
https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx


Places Available!
Do you have or know someone with a child born between 1 

September 2021 and 31 August 2022?

Apply now via the Parent Portal

They can start with us in September 2025

We also offer places to rising 3-year-olds to start nursery a term after 
turning 3 years old! They can start in January 2026 or April 2026.

Please contact the school office on 020 7538 4925 or email 
admin@bygrove.org.uk

Click the link below for more information

Nursery admissions 2025

https://education.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Synergy/Admissions.aspx
mailto:admin@bygrove.org.uk
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/education_and_learning/schools/school_admissions/nursery_school_admissions.aspx

