
Key Vocabulary:

Word Definition

monarch A ruler such as a 
king, queen or 
emperor

castle A large building that 
usually has high 
walls with towers 
Castles were built in 
the past to protect 
against attack

legacy How people in the 
past have changed 
the world and why 
they are 
remembered

parliament A place where UK 
laws are discussed 
and passed

What have I learnt already:

In reception you will have 
explored artefacts like photos 
and objects, which represent 
a special time in your life

Year Group 1 
Autumn

Knowledge Organiser: History

Theme: Once Upon a Time

Strands:

You will be using the historical 
strand of enquiry to explore 
architecture/objects/pictures 
to develop an understanding 
of the past

Key knowledge that will be learnt

King Charles III rules England. 
He became the King in 
September 2022, after his 
mother, Queen ELizabeth II 
died.

Parts of a typical castle 
include; battlements, bailey, a 
portcullis, arrow loops, a tower, 
and drawbridge. 

You will learn to use photos 
and objects to compare the 
past and present. 

You will learn about Guy 
Fawkes, a significant person 
from the past who didn’t agree 
with the king, and how we 
remember him every year.

You will learn who Mansa Musa 
and Mary Seacole are and 
why they are important  
people in history. 

How will you be using your 
enquiry skills?
You will look at photos, videos 
and artefacts to explore the 
past. You will use the 
information you find to make 
a comment about the past


